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Dr. Muhannad Jawad Kazem
President of the University of Basrah

The Role of the University Professorin Shaping
the Studentis Personality

The university is primarily an academic scientific institution, yet it must venture beyond

its walls and open its doors to actively and influentially participate in all activities and events
within the community. It should take a leading role in this respect and not remain confined to
classrooms and laboratories, isolated behind high walls like a tall tower into which society
cannot penetrate to benefit from its services and consultations and to apply them in various
fields of work and production. This participation can provide rapid and extensive boosts to
the cultural, social, and scientific advancement in its surroundings and reality.

Traditionally, the role of the university has been limited to receiving students and
providing them with knowledge and information that enhance their cognitive aspects only.
This process often equates to merely cramming information into the student>s mind without
paying attention to other aspects of their personality, which are vitally important for creating
and building a well-rounded character. Such a development enables them to become active
and influential social elements in their environment and society, consequently benefiting the
community to which they belong.

One of the most important aspects of a student>s personality is the cognitive aspect,
which relates to the amount of knowledge and information the student acquires through
their studies in educational institutions, including universities. This is often intentional,
but also includes the life experiences they encounter unintentionally, which contribute to
altering their behavior and adding new cognitive capabilities to their scientific and cultural
achievements. One of the primary responsibilities of a university is to nurture, enhance,
and develop this aspect within the student throughout their years of study by designing and
implementing educational programs for this purpose.

An essential element in achieving this goal is the university professor, who plays a
significant and distinctive role in shaping the student>s cognitive personality and greatly
developing their scientific and cultural talents. Since students, especially in their youth,
are highly influenced by the personality of the university professor from whom they receive
scientific information, the professor becomes an ideal role model. Students are attentive
to what the professor says and provides during lectures, perceiving the professor as a
vast reservoir of information that should be utilized and leveraged optimally to build their
cognitive aspect.

Since its establishment, the University of Basra has worked on this aspect and continues
oVth batch to do so up to its recent celebration of the graduation of its students in the
distributed V¥,11¢ (Science and Construction). The total number of graduates reached
,4,1AT between morning and evening studies. The number of morning study graduates was
this year. All these graduates are from ¥,4AT while the evening study graduates numbered
this great academic institution, which we cherish and take pride in, as they are equipped
with knowledge, skills, the spirit of challenge, determination, perseverance, and creativity.
They possess a comprehensive set of ethical values and literature to guide them in their
professional and practical lives.
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