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The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

Academic accreditation standards

Over twenty years ago, developed nations recognized
the importance of establishing mechanisms to ensure
quality and accreditation in higher education institutions.
Accreditation is a systematic process aimed at granting
educational institutions a distinguished status, recognized
both locally and internationally. This recognition reflects
their success in implementing effective strategies, policies,
and procedures to enhance quality across their operations,
activities, and outcomes. This endeavor surpasses the
expectations of stakeholders, ensuring high levels of
satisfaction.

As a result, accreditation and quality assurance have
become focal points in contemporary higher education
policies and development. The quality of higher education
hinges on the excellence of inputs and processes, their
continuous development and enhancement, leading to
superior outcomes that align with the demands of societal
progress and the job market. These policies have been
implemented across various developed, developing, and Arab

nations to varying degrees. In some countries, quality
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assurance is a fully integrated aspect of their universities,
while others are still in the process of implementation. In
some, it remains in the conceptual and planning phase. This
is the prevailing landscape, which also applies to colleges of
education in the Arab world. These institutions are an
integral part of higher education and require focused efforts
to emerge as pioneers in advancing Arab higher education. It
is imperative to bolster their leadership role in the field of

education, aligned with their specialized expertise.
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What is accreditation?

Accreditation, in simple terms, signifies trust and
formal approval. In the realm of education, it denotes the
endorsement of an educational institution to conduct its
educational activities, contingent upon meeting specified
standards. This concept, rooted in the English language,
embodies acceptance and authorization. Accreditation is a
uniquely American concept involving discretionary
evaluations conducted by a team of experts through non-

governmental organizations. It serves two key objectives:

1. Holding academic institutions accountable to one another
for attaining specific and pertinent objectives, as well as
scrutinizing the extent to which these institutions and their
programs adhere to predefined standards.

2. Serving as a designation or practical attribute earned by an
educational institution or program in recognition of meeting
quality benchmarks set forth by educational evaluation

bodies.

The accreditation system for educational institutions
emerged in the United States in the early 20th century, and

in the United Kingdom in 1992. It is an elective system
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designed to enhance the quality of education in schools and
universities. Oversight of these systems falls under
education financing committees or councils, administered by
entities known as education quality assurance agencies.
This systematic process aims to empower educational
institutions to attain a distinctive status with locally and
internationally recognized credentials. This achievement
vividly illustrates their effectiveness in implementing
impactful strategies, policies, and procedures to enhance

quality across their operations and outcomes.

Standard academic accreditation criteria serve as
fundamental benchmarks that should characterize
instruction in the College of Education. They ensure the
production of capable educators equipped to fulfill the
responsibilities of the teaching profession. These standards
pertain to the teaching preparation program, encompassing
the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that must be integrated
into the program and acquired by the graduate during their
studies to become proficient educators. This non-
governmental endeavor is carried out by accreditation
associations established within American higher education
institutions. It encourages educational institutions, aids in

the development of their educational programs, refines
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evaluation processes, and bestows recognition upon
institutions that exceed minimum standards, assessing the
extent of their achievement. Evaluation against these
standards is a cornerstone of accreditation bodies in the
United States and some European countries, covering areas
such as the university’s mission and goals, planning and
scheduling, institution organization and oversight, programs
and instruction, faculty members, student services, library
and information resources, material resources and
infrastructure, financial sources, public accessibility, and

integrity.

Challenges facing the quality system in colleges of

education:

e Divergent opinions and perspectives among education
college staff regarding quality assurance, leading to
disagreements on fundamental elements like mission,
vision, and values.

e Absence of a national framework for guaranteeing the
quality of education college programs.

e Limited transparency in composing evaluation reports for

education colleges.
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e Ongoing alterations in the plans, programs, and

circumstances of education colleges.

e Prevalent misconceptions that quality assurance

encroaches upon the academic freedom of university

professors.

Key Features of Academic Accreditation:

|Page?

Academic accreditation is imperative to uphold
educational quality, acting as an impetus for enhancing
the overall educational process and providing assurance
to society.

Different accreditation systems possess their own
merits and demerits.

Accreditation systems adopt various approaches and
can vary based on distinct societies, educational
philosophies, and capacities. It's not obligatory to
adopt a specific accreditation system from one
educational system to another.

Accreditation doesn't aim to «classify or rank

educational institutions.



The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

It encompasses all institutions within the education
system, not just universities.

Accreditation addresses all aspects of an educational
institution, not solely the end product of the
educational process.

It doesn't curtail the academic freedom of the
institution.

Accreditation bodies may not be affiliated with the
government or state but could be linked to an
independent entity.

Accreditation doesn't exert control over an institution's
quality; it acknowledges that the academic degrees it
confers are distinct. It bolsters the institution's

credibility, respect, and trust within society.

The standards set by the American National Council

for Accreditation of Teacher Preparation Programs are

globally renowned, prompting numerous education colleges

to seek accreditation from them.
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The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE) stands as a significant educational
accreditation body in the United States. With over 600
higher education institutions accredited since its
establishment in 1954, NCATE plays a vital role in shaping

the educational landscape.

The council is committed to serving the public by
guaranteeing that graduates from accredited institutions
possess the essential knowledge, skills, and qualities
needed to facilitate effective learning for all students.
Furthermore, it strives to take a leading role in reforming

teacher preparation establishments.

In pursuit of these objectives, NCATE has established
stringent standards encompassing areas such as academic
program development, evaluation systems, practical field
experiences, teacher diversity, faculty professional
development, institution management, and allocation of
resources. Institutions seeking educational professional

accreditation must rigorously adhere to these standards.
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American Accreditation Standards

NCATE has established six comprehensive standards
for preparing educational professionals. Institutions seeking
educational professional accreditation must adhere to these

rigorous standards:

1. Criterion One: Knowledge, Skills, and Professional Attitude

The institution's programs aim to impart the
necessary knowledge and skills essential for effective
teaching. They also foster positive attitudes towards the
teaching profession, facilitating meaningful learning
experiences for student teachers. Rigorous assessments
are conducted to ensure candidates meet the standards
endorsed by professional organizations, educational
authorities, and the university.

Implementation:

e Alignment with the department’s vision, mission, and goals
e Curriculum design

o Student research for graduation
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2. Standard Two: Evaluation and Assessment System
The institution maintains a robust evaluation and
assessment system capable of gathering data on student
academic proficiency and post-graduation performance. This
system enables the institution to derive valuable feedback
for program enhancement. Both students and faculty are
integral to this process.
Implementation:
o Utilization of the college’s existing evaluation system
o Data collection, evaluation, and analysis

e Application of data for program development

3. Criterion Three: Field Experiences and Practical Training
The institution provides field experiences, designed
and implemented in collaboration with schools, to enhance
the academic qualifications of student teachers. These
experiences serve to develop their professional knowledge,
skills, and attitudes towards the teaching profession.
Implementation:
o Hands-on field application to instill teaching knowledge and
skills

o Scientific field trips
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4. Standard Four: Diversity
The unit formulates, executes, and maintains study

programs and educational experiences to empower clients
with the knowledge, skills, and positive attitudes necessary
for effective vocational education.
Implementation:
e Diverse student activities
o Varied presentation of academic material (e.g., PowerPoint,

PDF, video, practical lab applications)

5. Criterion Five: Faculty Qualifications, Performance, and Professional
Growth

Faculty members possess the requisite academic
qualifications to serve as exemplary models of professional
practice. They exhibit ample knowledge and experience in
teaching, demonstrate effective student assessment, and
collaborate collegially within their disciplines and across
specializations. The unit conducts systematic and ongoing
evaluations of its teaching staff, while also affording
opportunities for their professional development.

Implementation:

e Faculty-led research endeavors

e Teacher evaluations
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e Conducting scholarly activities (workshops, seminars,

academic discussions)

6. Standard Six: Management and Resources

The unit maintains a stable administrative structure
and effective educational leadership. It is equipped with an
adequate budget, personnel, facilities, resources, and
information technology infrastructure to meet national,

state, and professional standards.

Implementation:
o Allocation of funds in the college budget

o Facility management and upgrades
These standards collectively contribute to the robust

accreditation and examination process of the unit under

evaluation.
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Core Values Embedded in Accreditation Standards:
At its core, higher education institutions stand as the
bedrock of a nation's progress and prosperity. They are
instrumental in generating knowledge and conducting
scientific research that propels a country's economy
forward and addresses its challenges. Furthermore, these
institutions are pivotal in producing graduates who are not
only knowledgeable but also possess the skills to thrive in
the local and regional job markets. They play a vital role in
the growth, prosperity, and advancement of society,
efficiently tackling its pressing issues. Accreditation

standards are anchored in the following fundamental values:

e Fostering a strong sense of national identity, upholding
allegiance to the nation, and actively supporting national
development endeavors.

e Guiding actions with integrity and objectivity, prioritizing
honesty and fairness.

e Upholding unwavering commitment to professional ethics.
e Placing the student at the center of the educational
journey, ensuring their development and readiness for global
competitiveness.

e Embracing continuous self-assessment as the bedrock for

progress and improvement.
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e Championing the safequarding and enhancement of the
environment.

e Diligently striving for excellence in all pursuits. ¢ Remaining
attuned to ongoing scientific and technological

advancements.
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