N Mb;u, Blsell &y sgaan

/ _\38/ \?‘6 qalellaly @liell gelasll iy

sl pglell dypsall iyl g dealy

8 pad pasl — oluo ¥l aglall fon S odss (4o juas
S| | 2 s34 3.1 Jv,.J\ La yus,
Gkl 0 Byl o] b : A 3yl

A7l Lyl o] B30 Loy ol sas
VoYY 3lond (L2l 313, 2 l8) apassh

~

/




L) Jolao—
rige-

EPRUPV IR
e

A PIPR AP (

=
‘”_,.ll.a.“

il

Ialgdicw¥ g
g
| padl Scanalsa Wi S Ml

iz
~d

Analytics

Google jolell 1alll

( Arcif )
i-[(Fhcus

WL

Yerd Dreead VAT St 33560 9 SIS y1s 2 £ @8 -

Academic Scientific Journals

IRRAGQI

3
k)
“Mv
1
Vi
3
M.
>
3
3

(G

2707-3599

1) i-Journals( www.ijournals.my) N JOURNALS

2) 1-Focus (www.ifocus.my)

-https://bhums.uobasrah.edu.ig
-ISSN Print 2707-3580
-https://scholar.google.com

-ISSN Online
(www.udledge.com)

-www.1asj.net

MK K
DAV




(lall e i)
3 pd) a1 o) B 2Ty b mrasley S8 2
Al el Wil
ey et aslloal a8l
O il sl 3 il oM
.%U\

(gl ADgda gudal] §9ia)

ALY e/ 3,4\@(4&,&&4\6}@. \

i s 38l o i\ 1y3 sl 31 lA 0 gl 28V
il

indr Bl 51y 28130 o1, ] e Yy alonl ol o il 2y Ly
’ 3‘/.4.}\

) o o0 5L g Juolgill g HluadiawdUY
-Email:magazinbasrah@gmail.com
-+964 7736024869 O e




Al

i

allly ¥
(AT .2

sl i e 0

Ol ‘uau el af
ol e
3390 (yuus e o
OBl (sl e ulie 2
26 Bl Jud
$9h Jguy -l

S,q.l.a."

58 o3| daone o

plbio Olonid @ud! pf 2
deons Sl dauld) e .8
39008 @il 53] (el Jloar .2
> ol

 padl paals
-8 padlpasls
-3 puad] aaln
-3 puad) Aaalo

-5

AVTTTTAVIA
WATTTTAVT

-3 padl pasl
—ks 5

Soidial§ ¢l
olefilg a2 LRIl clagll dgi

]
3 5

>9illy guddd|

) duon
Pl i i pplalt oo 53 a5 pua inaels
A pall
s

T
Ve
aid|g inags 30

Pl Db pstald st 31

asslialy udl

1 polatt vl — Cocdl Jf raala — 33, ¥

s
A9

2 A — pusgudd) naales — puae

693~ )1 gl Guasalar -0 52
¥ s — Tlieald] fraelontt

-

Pl it @ud — s o — pgudtl asles - juae

o AL pglald frno 52 s

ID.
3
2
1
Wf
X |
i
3
B

5L 31 a5l ppdal v 1 ok
9

nalll @ud-poluo Y pglalt
polalt ud-ilus i polalt

X4 24
)X




etk T
T “\"" ,‘.z e A \ s
- f () ' . o L
e e ORI R N
‘a0 v -‘f,"hv o

“" N | S
Lo WV A O

-t

o S G v

=) [
: v‘ .S
o ‘J,V‘.\r !‘ "“ ’

ST WA




doaalsy) &

uwwxwamumuus

gl
) 13a JAAAAJJ\ M) ui‘ umu gP-

REARYR IR W‘Jﬁé‘ﬁ“d"
<))l JIAA\M\UJ\ ‘UJJS\ G,JMJJ!J :
cgJAJ\ @‘3'“"\'0436"”




"" (5 AR
y h"'?’o Y‘. AN

. | :.: w‘ﬁw‘wﬂ'é%’&w\g(‘?w\@.ﬂik' ' .

- L .' . N ‘b T!. l ’
E - ° - . \ AN "

w e ‘. ‘.'0

= Y
B & Kylly dge! 0b\s~‘b oV

. .'4 .l|'




aiall lal

—©

G e Il dada (s el 3
plia Cladd asn o) a0 Cmal) 38 juali (g 8 3]
éu.n@ UAQG .ﬁﬁ ,..\,i duﬁ il dlas .é,i
O aBLS Aol 3] Jime jba Cpua 3]
aala aBilS cragl L3 daaa Bl aalu g
Al 35 il g o)

e eﬂs Ji sl .é.a.i

gl dijh @ 20

s gy SLa 3
A jlbadl e i)
& ae cua dsile g

G 3 Ol aalal) a8 pna o
Jie o ga o daxa JLai 3]
Al e pad i) 4 g ]
L Cppaal) 38 4le o

sy g (g 83 20



il gliaall

“ M‘gh&.“‘*.-\.i Dl oiS DA oo Al 5y b paled] il 55
— syl

€0y JQAMH-HAJ.UF—JU.IJ\ Q&‘ém“:“ﬂ‘&@w&ugj‘ﬁm-\,MCHQM\

- Ladgad el

m taaa Jli bl ae 0T Gkl 8 pad) gl e Aadaia sl (B Gua gl Lu e
e gl

Mgl b Gl LA
P s alda Loa.f

N Aablad Al )3 ) g el adll g ALY Gl 5

BLaY) Gladd ad) ) o,
AU s bgd jha a
m YVVA Y06 Abal) il g adl (e Ay and) duila ol) i) gal)
o enoem] A o s s e
ROER) EErT s (G50 o o) 55 i

ST Tl ms gl tpld Bush i Bl (il JSUaN) &l gt g @l 93 A Be) B
i Gl A rav.

| ¥.oT-YAS b daaa JLai 3,0 S5y pand) Al a4 ) a4 g0
N Cad) e &b 3, Lihoddl) 48l (e b pad) 519l A i) palend) Ciga
J‘QAMJM‘ A 14yY4.V4 YA

Y"kiY‘Y‘V @M\HWJ%A? ) YA o AT Adalddl) Auidl) (e B el &) gl i ga
- Ay )5 Ay

Y'/\~ 9 @ydﬁ}b gﬂ\%gﬂ\h&ﬁh&a&@ﬁl\dﬂbhﬁﬁ\#m
' AE dsallad)

L 6 Auipy) YA A Y YY)yl A,

AR A

—_
—_

" .J . .J - - - - - - -
- - - - N<|| - -t - —
[

]
-

—




oYY 5l (I B0153, algs) apanshl 17l Ll aldl, 2511 2lay ol s

JOA e Apaal] 5 ) B ealad) (il 5 ) gua
cilay) Al ) s
Ahad Jo faua, 3
(o ia) g i) aad [ ASLadY) o ghall Ay 3t 408

Moo.agriculture@gmail.com : Ja¥

e A &y P e ¢ pad) G aludl Gl drla A8 ) Jslag
S O agie audd L Bpadl e agiLUS 8 ddliae (alaa) agd culS Ayl Silg) o) o gleall
AV Ayladll Gl e ada 5l Sge OIS JA) sy ((Phaaill Cpall jpliall) i dak,
o Gentll o) ¢ agie s S Gleslaall pes (mpal diefa (e lesiae Q8 GG o,
G Glagleall s dijeall dal o Glaldl e Jaty OIS Jl8 ands ¢ Ligsh Ll @l
b o) doalai) ol de Laia) culS) oo i Cany

P HS) Caagy Gapdiall QAL (Jay pdie ualudl ()8 die Alla)ll e de sana dyy) Cnlll 5l

piindlls Bpeal) Isiags . bpad) (e duelial cladd el pgaiasy dslai®) §pad) dayda
ol o) agailinl CulS g ¢ sloall sl 4y bl Gl Lelal oS Ragday ¢ pralucially pridial)
o3 Basasall Bl CUBYI 3 e ol + L aluall il 281 G e l5 5) RS (s a5ng a2
N e e s ¢ (Lualall ) tilsall Dose Al 8 age disae G O (S s ¢ Al
donall Calially 3] caaliall G Gailadl) Ayl aally o agilafinay agiiy & hal (ulill

el 8 el Lpsigh L) iy Alal) i,

2um Syl & sl pems I L Cppaially Bpuml) (S BBIS ¢ 5laty el 3ypuall o3 il


mailto:Moo.agriculture@gmail.com

oYY 5l (I B0153, algs) apanshl 17l Ll aldl, 2511 2lay ol s

axp yeadl o) Ayl BaY diw S e de galally bl edll 8 sl ause by

el Coplally Cum il Speadl Mal asiss . JaS (glas ol ) Jpatip cula] sl Caliday
Opibaall oglsdy o ¢ AN gale e 05 ki Wy ¢ iy aleda (e (s e JS Oseaiys Gl
Ayl Gmny J8 e aS) dia syl ) oSl Joadl 13a ol 1305 . oSal)S) ang Uik g i

- AT Aalle A lad Aide padl € e Aadl daall sda CulS Layys .
: Lalidall LIS

— syl (laill sl — ileiall agall = Culal) Alayl) Ay, — el (il — speadl asina
- Al Cailhall — Wi ea

Abstract of the research

The image of peaceful coexistence in modern Basra through the books of
foreign travelers

The research attempts to know the nature of peaceful coexistence in Basra, through the books
of foreign travelers. It is known that these travelers had different goals in their writings about
Basra, some of them were performing a religious function (preaching the Christian religion)
and another part was interested in trade with the payment of European commercial
companies. And a third section was paid by his government for the purpose of collecting the
information you wanted from them, that is, spying on the areas they visit, and a small section
was moving across countries in order to gain knowledge and gain the information he was
looking for, whether it was social, economic or political. The research dealt with the vision of
a group of travelers since the sixth century The tenth to the twentieth century, most of them
described the economic nature of Basra, and some gave social glimpses of Basra. They
described Basra as an open and tolerant society, and the nature of the generosity of its people
towards strangers, regardless of their race or religion, and the absence of any hatred or
distance between members of the Muslim community in it. Or the rest of the religious
minorities in the city, so that an important official in the city can be appointed director of the
ports (Shahbandar), who is not Muslim because people are free in their religion and beliefs.
The traveler witnessed the homogeneity between the Islamic sects, the Christian sects, the
Sabian religion, and even with the Indian religions of the residents of Basra mondo. This
beautiful picture was manifested with the cooperation of all Basra residents and residents to
support the governor in Basra against any external danger that afflicts the city. Season of

Trade In the month of the tenth and eleventh until the eleventh of each year, travelers noticed
|
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that Basra was teeming with various foreign merchants and turned into a large commercial

activity. The people of Basra welcome travelers to it by ship and offer them all they want of

food and drink, and they do not wait for money for that, but tell the passengers that you are

our guests and you must be honored. Therefore, this work earned the people of Basra the

character of generosity from some travelers. Perhaps this characteristic resulted from the fact
that Basra was a global commercial city at the time.

Key words:
Community Basra- peaceful coexistence- Seeing foreign travelers- Ottoman era-
commercial role for Basra- Aush —el-Bash - religious sects .
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The research deals with the biography of Hussein bin Saeed Al-Ahwazi and his
role in preserving the Muhammadan heritage through what was reported to us by
the sources of biographies of this character who had a major role through his
association with the Imams of Al-Rida and Al-Jawad and Ali Al-Hadi, peace be
upon them, and what he transmitted about them and their ancestors of various
information from the science of hadith Jurisprudence and interpretation played a
major role in preserving the original Muhammadan heritage from loss and
extinction, especially since he lived in a historical era characterized by
harassment and monitoring of the imams, peace be upon them, and their
followers. The original message to the members of the Islamic community by
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authoring works or through questions and listening to the imams, peace be upon
them, and conveying this to the members of the community.
The research relied on many primary sources, foremost of which is the book Al-
AH and ¢7:AH and Rijal Al-Tusi d. ¢°-+Rijal Al-Najashi by Al-Najashi d.
other sources.
Keywords: Imams, peace be upon them, / Ahwazi / companionship /
Muhammadan heritage / scientific works
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One of the important schools in Al-Zubayr in Basra is a page of the bright
history of Basra. We dealt with the subject of this school, which consists of a
preface in which we mentioned its location, the incidents it went through, its
founding, its founder, its teachers, its students, the conditions for admission to it,
its sources of funding, its banks, its curricula, its scientific level in the schools of
its time, and the translations of some of its teachers and students, and these were
named The message (Al-Duwais School in Al-Zubayr, a page from the bright

history of Basra) and God bless you for payment
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Narratives of pride and slander Al-Basrai - an
analytical study
PROF.DR.Rabab Jabbar.AL-SUdani College of Arts University of Basra
ASST.PROF.HISHAM GAYKHUR AL-rubiai  College of Educationfor Women
Abstract

The study of the narratives of pride and vilification for the city of Basra was dealt
with in the course of the writing conflict between the established cities outside the
Arabian Peninsula, in an attempt by its sons to find a codification equivalent
between the realist modernism and the blogosphere industry.
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Abstract

The library represents in all historical eras a cultural and civilizational
landmark that indicates the extent of awareness and cultural sophistication that
the society has reached. The research included several parts, in the forefront of
which was an overview of the most prominent libraries that appeared in the city
of Basra between Y4Y3-Y2Y. while the second one was about the establishment
of the Zubair Library in Y3Y), while the third included the library system and its
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administrative system. The fourth part included the library's finances and the
amount of donations made to it, the last aspect included on the library's
management and activities

The research relied on a number of sources that showed the research as it is
now, and the optical newspapers had a great role in providing the research with
valuable and rare information .

Keywords: Zubair Library, Zubair Library Association, Zubair district,
cultural activity.
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Summary

In our study, we try to give a clear picture of the attitudes of the people of Basra in confronting
the most important foreign invasions that the city has been subjected to over the past four
centuries, which began with the first Ottoman occupation of Basra in the mid-sixteenth century
until the end of the Zand occupation in the last quarter of the eighteenth century. Where the
researcher tries, by studying the most important political events in the region, to show what Basra
was subjected to in terms of multiple invasions by the forces that tried in various ways to occupy
Basra and control it and focus on the national aspects and stances The radiance and courage of
the people of Basra in confronting the various waves of occupation, which embodies the national
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unity that unites the people of this city, despite the presence of religious, sectarian, ethnic,
sectarian and ethnic differences between them, which were never one of the reasons for their
separation, despite the quarrels and quarrels sometimes, but they were one hand and an
impenetrable barrier to the challenges The research also shows the clear social solidarity between
the people of the city during the days of siege, crises and wars
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Basrah in the Geographical

Section of The Gulf Guide

Lorimer Studied Basrah in his book ((The Gulf Guide )) He defined the type of
population and estimated their number of about Yo« +++ He mentioned the
places of living there and talked about the origin of the name ((Basrah )) He
cosiderd Shatt —Al-Arab as the prominent natural Feature in the city . He
descnbed the climate , towns and locals in Basrah . He a ssiyned the location of
the British Consulate as the point of deterning the other places as for or close to
that building .He said the Basrah was the only Iraqi trade port and it connected
the country to the Arabian Gulf and the world . He considered the trade interests
of the other European powers.

Lorimer, the British Consulate
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One of the landmarks of modern Basra
Quaz collector
Summary

Al-Kawaz Mosque is the first mosque to be built in the modern city of Basra,
and this mosque has many interesting stories and events from choosing the location
of the mosque before the Al-Pasha family, the Abbasid notables, to building it, the
labor force that participated in its construction, the challenges and difficulties that
faced the construction process, to the role of this mosque in the Islamic renaissance
In Basra and the scientific movement that was led by the sheikh of the mosque,
Sheikh Muhammad Amin al-Kawaz (may God have mercy on him), and the
sheikhs who came after him.

Keywords: Basra, Jami', Al-Kawaz, Abbasid
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British ambitions in Basra

A reading of the motives and developments of the British occupation of Basra until the
V4Y+« AD revolution in Iraq

A.M.D. Sabah Karim Riah Al-Fatlawi / College of Political Science / University of Kufa

( Research Summary) :
The colonial competition in order to obtain new areas of influence began in the seventeenth century and
presented the Arab region to foreign control. The French-English competition led to the latter’s occupation of

Egypt in 1882 AD, but this competition has apparently vanished after these two countries found what

threatens their interests with the emergence of Germany as a state A strong rival to them, as the concord
between the two countries was consolidated, the effects of which appeared during the first war in the Sykes-
Picot distributions.
After the first war, it headed towards Iraq as a middle position between Egypt and India. Thus, the British
positions were embodied based on a clear strategy driven by British commercial capital in an attempt to find
markets and resources such as raw materials with the rising importance of the region in terms of defense and
strategy. Basra was the tip of the spear in this strategy.
The material and economic aspect was the big and clear reason from the colonial point of view in Britain’s
occupation of different regions of the world, especially the Arab region, including Iraq. There were other
important reasons for Britain’s interest in Iraq, including:
First: Irag's strategic location between the East and the West was an essential and essential factor in directing
the attention of the British and determining the paths of their penetration and influence in it. Basra
represented the direct path of those paths.

Second: The International Conflict: Since the beginning of the seventeenth century, the Arab Gulf region, in
which Basra forms the head of the Northern Triangle, has witnessed bloody conflicts between competing
states, and matters finally ended in favor of British sovereignty in the Gulf. In the late eighteenth century,
Great Britain gained commercial and political advantage.
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Third: the economic factor: Iraq was an important source through Basra of economic resources and raw
materials that feed British industry, and is an important market for its industry and goods that need markets
for their disposal.

Fourth: World War I: There are several factors that linked Britain's entry into World War | with Irag from
Basra, and the most prominent of these factors are the following:

.Irag, with its three states (Basra, Baghdad, and Mosul), represents an important part of the Ottoman Empire,
which joined alongside Germany and Austria against the countries of the Concord (Britain, France, and
Tsarist Russia). The inheritance of the site and the wealth and other properties it possesses.

Oil: In the year 1901 AD, Britain obtained from Muzaffar al-Din Shah the concession to explore

and extract oil in the southern region of Iran, so the Anglo-Persian Oil Company was formed to
undertake the investment of oil springs in Iranian lands. And when the First World War broke
out, it became clear to everyone that there is no way to victory except by securing oil supplies, as
oil became the main engine of the war machine.
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The Basra Brigade had a position on the Palestinian cause that was announced
through ideas and enthusiastic words and poems. He was in the Al-Buraq Revolution in
Palestine in 1929, and he was appearing in the Basra Brigade, so the people
demonstrated and held and held the collection of aid and the families of the martyrs in
Jerusalem, telegrams of protest. From 1936 to 1939, groups and clubs supporting the

Palestinian cause appeared. They spread in the Basra Brigade. The role was to inflame

.the feelings of the people around the Palestine Hospital
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Abstract

The Palestinian issue is one of the hot issues in the Arab arena, and the positions of
the Arab countries differed regarding it, but the Iraqgi position was and still represents
the most prominent positions that supported the Palestinian cause throughout its long
history. No detailed study was devoted to this subject, except for a few scattered pages in
some sources. The research included some aspect that embodied the position of the
Basra leiwai, the first of which touched upon the position of the Basra leiwai on the
Palestinian revolution in Y4¥% and the subsequent events, most notably the partition
decision in Y4YV, while the second part focused on the donations and aid provided by


mailto:hydershaheed@utq.edu.iq
mailto:hydershaheed@utq.edu.iq

the people of Basra to support the Palestinian people during their struggle With the
Zionist occupation, the third part sheds light on the position of the Basra Brigade on the
partition decision for Palestine in Y3¢A, while the last part focused on the issue of
Palestinian refugees in the city of Basra and the aid provided to them by the people.

The research relied on some diverse sources, including Zainab Kazem Al-Ali's thesis
entitled: The Jewish Minority in Basra Y4YY-V4eY which contained very valuable
information. And Yassin Taha Al-Haroun’s letter entitled: Basra Y4YY-14Y4 s a study
in the economic and political conditions, while the press material published by the Basra
newspapers formed the cornerstone of the research because it contained valuable and
good information, most notably Al-Thaghr newspaper, which contained valuable and
adequate information that other sources lacked, as well as Al-Nas newspaper. That
included good information .

Keywords: The Palestinian cause, Palestinian refugees, visual position, donations.
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Gabriel Young, New York University
Oil Exporting and Environmental Change in the Shatt al-‘Arab Region
After World War 11
Abstract
This research examines the historical relationship between environmental change

and the exporting of oil in the region of the Shatt al-*Arab region. It does so
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through a study of the difficulties that the Basrah Petroleum Company (BPC) faced
in exporting oil that it had extracted from fields in Basra province after World War
I1. The paper focuses on shipping difficulties faced by BPC oil tankers in the Rooka
Channel that approaches the Shatt al-*Arab from the Arab Gulf. It suggests the
primary reasons for these difficulties, which were connected to a transformation of

the Shatt al-‘Arab region as a result of previous changes in land uses.

Introduction

There has been surprisingly little historical scholarship in English about the
local operations of oil industries in Iraq and across the wider Middle East. Apart
from a few recent studies of the oil industries in Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Iraq
(specifically in Kirkuk), most researchers have focused on the relationships
between oil companies and governments and their negotiations around concession
agreements, oil pricing, and so on.' However, the development of oil industries

across the Middle East have left important social and environmental impacts on the

' For a study of the oil industry in Kirkuk, see Arbella Bet-Shlimon, City of Black Gold: Oil,
Ethnicity, and the Making of Modern Kirkuk (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press,
Y+14); on Saudi Arabia, see Robert Vitalis, America’s Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil
Frontier (London: Verso, Y- +4); and on Iran, see Kaveh Ehsani, “Social Engineering and the
Contradictions of Modernization in Khuzestan’s Company Towns: A Look at Abadan and
Masjed-Soleyman.” International Review of Social History €A, no. ¥ (December Y+ +¥): Y1144,
https://doi.org/Y +,) +YV/S+ « Y+ Aeq. ¥+ NV YY, For a short study in Arabic of oil in Basra, see
Abdul Jabbar Abbood al-Hilfi. “Naft al-Basra, '4YA-Y )Y > Majallat Turath al-Basra Vol. Y,
NO. Y (June Y+ YA): YYa-YTA,
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local settings where companies operated, including in Basra. In this paper, | will
describe some of these environmental effects—regarding shipping on and around
the Shatt al-‘Arab River—based on my research in the archives of the Basrah
Petroleum Company (BPC) and the Foreign Office of the British government. This
research will contribute to the dissertation that I am writing on the social changes
that occurred in Basra during the transition from an agricultural date economy to an
oil economy (Y 4¥Y-Y41A),

| ask two questions in this paper: first, what were the problems that BPC
faced as it tried to export oil from Basra province? Second, what were the causes
and effects of these difficulties? In the first section of the paper, I argue that the
accumulation of silt in the Rooka Channel that approached the Shatt al-‘Arab
became an important obstacle to the exporting of oil. In the second section, | argue
that this environmental phenomenon was caused both by previous changes in land

use around the Shatt al-“Arab region and by the operations of BPC itself.

Section I: Obstacles to the Exporting of Oil from Basra Province
The exporting of oil from Basra began on December Y4™, Y421 On this date, the
first BPC tanker was loaded with oil at Fao after about five years of geological

exploration and drilling operations in different parts of Basra province (see Figure

vy
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\ for a map of the area of BPC operations). Crude oil had been pumped from the
fields at Zubayr and then transported by pipelines to a BPC shipping terminal at
Fao several miles upriver from the mouth of the Shatt al-*Arab. BPC stored oil at
this terminal until its tankers had arrived to load the oil (see Figure ¥ for an image
of the terminal). BPC tankers would then navigate back via the Rooka Channel into
the Arab Gulf, to take the crude oil elsewhere for refinery and eventual distribution.
Prior to this point, the only oil that had been shipped on the Shatt al-‘Arab came
from the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (AIOC) refinery at Abadan.

In the same years that the BPC terminal at Fao was built, however, the
Rooka Channel began to deteriorate. As a result, shipping on the Shatt al-*Arab
grew much more difficult. The basic problem was that in the late Y4 ¢ +s and early
Y4e.+s, the Rooka Channel was becoming too shallow for BPC tankers to navigate
safely and increasingly faced the risk of running aground when entering or exiting
the Shatt. As a result, the multinational consortium of firms that owned BPC—the
Iraq Petroleum Company group, of which AIOC was a member—risked being
unable to export oil from Basra as well as Iran. These shipping problems were not
new, however, but were rather an intensified form of already-existing problems.

The rivers of southern Iraq, including the Shatt, are famously shallow. This

environmental feature began to present technical and economic challenges in the
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late nineteenth century, when steamships with deeper drafts began to navigate the
Tigris and Euphrates as international firms sought to export Iragi wheat, dates, and
other commodities. These ships frequently ran aground on the Shatt and further
north on the Tigris and Euphrates, leading to congestion that blocked the
import/export trade which was then growing in southern Irag.” A sand bar at the
Rooka Channel sometimes intensified these problems, depending on the amount of
water released during seasonal floods upriver, which led to a few attempts by
Ottoman authorities to dredge the area.

After the British occupation of Iraq during World War |, dredging the
approach to Fao became a top priority for the British officials that controlled the
new Port of Basra. They wanted both to deepen and widen the channel to eliminate
the sand bar at the Rooka Channel and accommodate deeper-draft ships. The goal
was to make the channel accessible year-round to ships with a draft of about Y'Y
feet, i.e., to accommodate the AIOC oil tankers that had begun to use to export oil
refined at the city of Abadan on the Iranian side of the Shatt border. Between Y3 YY
and Y3YV, the dredging efforts that the Port of Basra had coordinated with AIOC

succeeded in increasing the depth of the Rooka Channel from Y« feet to Y'Y feet.

" On this topic, see Camille Lyans Cole, Precarious Empires: A Social and Environmental
History of Steam Navigation on the Tigris, Journal of Social History, Volume ¢+, Issue ), Fall
Y7, Pages V¢V, https://doi.org/) +, ) « 4¥/jsh/shw+ V).
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Over the same period, the average draft of ships crossing the channel increased
from about Y+ feet to Y+ feet. State officials in the Mandate period and the period
of the Hashemite monarchy argued that the significant cost of the continuous
dredging efforts—approximately $) + « million in today’s dollars—was necessary to
maintain Basra’s status as a key commercial port in the Gulf.”

In the Y4 ¢+s, however, navigation problems around the Shatt grew more
frequent and treacherous. Despite the dredging efforts, nautical depth around the
Rooka Channel actually began to decrease. British officials attributed the
deterioration of the Rooka Channel to a series of increasingly large floods on the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Exceptionally large floods in Y4£Y, Y4¢1 Y4¢4 and
Y4e. in addition to displacing many rural communities, had the effect of carrying
silt southward into the Shatt al-Arab estuary. Silt deposits accumulated in the
estuary, but sometimes the flooding was so powerful it carried the deposits out into

the Rooka Channel. This had occurred in Y4+ when a heavy silt deposit from the

Karun River in Iran was carried out into the Rooka Channel, “combining with

new silt deposits to produce the worst conditions for very many

" Gabriel Young, “Infrastructures of Empire and Sovereignty: The Port of Basra in Interwar
Iraq,” Journal of Arabian Studies 4, No. Y: \YV. DOI:
https://doi.org/) +,) +A+/Y)OYEVTE,Y. 13,1 V0 080
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years.”* The flooding was made worse by the tidal currents of the northern Guilf,

where southeastern currents carried silt diagonally across the Rooka Channel.

The accumulated silt deposits had several effects. They made the mouth of
the Shatt both more erratic, as accretions of silt created new and severe bends
where the eastern approach joined the Rooka Channel. The deposits also made
passage more dangerous, as steep walls of silt accumulated underwater and
threatened to collapse on passing vessels if disturbed (e.g., by dredging operations).
Most significantly, the silt accumulation had made the sea shallower, to the degree
that deeper-draft ships like the BPC oil tankers could no longer safely enter the
Rooka Channel and access the Fao oil terminal.

British officials at the Port of Basra believed that the dredging operations
around the Rooka Channel was critical to fighting the silt accumulation: “should
these operations break down completely for one week the channel would be
blocked with silt and rendered unnavigable for months.”” This belief reflected a
broader approach to the development of the Shatt al-‘Arab waterway on the part of

personnel at the Port of Basra. The Port of Basra had overseen numerous

' The National Archives, Foreign Office File 1Y £/ 4A: Report on the Development and Present
Condition of the Shatt-al-Arab Entrance channels, Y 3¢+,

* The National Archives, Foreign Office File YYY/YYYY) Y: Development of port of Basra, Iraq,
VAo A
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interventions into the Shatt estuary since the era of World War 1. Its projects
included the construction of dikes and embankments, the reclamation of land for
the building of new wharves and jetties, and the dredging of the Shatt al-‘Arab
itself. It should be noted that, as Iraqi scholars like Talib al-Gharib have pointed
out, the British personnel who administered the Port of Basra were also committed
to dredging the Rooka Channel because it was important for the profitable
operation of the AIOC in Abadan.”

BPC reports from the early Y4¢+s demonstrated the urgency of the problem
of the Rooka Channel and the scale of silt accumulation at the mouth of the Shatt.

Ina YieY report, BPC officials discussed plans for a new deep-water loading

terminal. They acknowledged that “liability to silting in the future is a
more serious factor, since the head of the Persian Gulf receives millions

of tons of silt each year from the Shatt-al-Arab... [with] fingers of silt

9V

slowly advancing seawards.”” The nautical chart featured in Figure ¥ illustrates
how these “fingers” of silt were now extending into the Rooka Channel, such that

the nautical depth had been reduced by several feet over the preceding three

" See Talib Jasim al-Gharib, “Mina’ al-Basra: Dirasa Tarikhiyya, Y4)4-Y40A” (M.A. thesis,
University of Basra, Y3A¢£), YA-A .,

“BPA V1Y£A. Preliminary Report on Persian Gulf Terminal for large tankers (Y December-Y
December Y4oY)

\RAl



Sl [GY) ]: acknowledge that this
was a longer-standing phenomenon of the
Fao peninsula increasing by as many as six

square miles in the early ¥ *th c.

VoYY 5l (G133, ol 3n) pshl 817l Jll bl 50 s ol e

decades. The six-fathom line—which marked the minimum depth in which oil
tankers could safely operate—had receded by about a mile between the Y2Y+s and

early Y42 +s. Similarly, the area of dry land surface area around Fao had increased

by as much as six square miles over the same period. This followed a long-term
increase in dry surface area around the Fao peninsula in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.”

However, a narrow focus on silt accumulation at the channel itself leaves
another question that needs to be answered: what was driving the silt
accumulation? Exceptionally large floods were evidently intensifying the problem,

but what was causing it in the first place?

Section 11: Causes and Consequences of Shipping Problems
There are clues to the question of silt accumulation in BPC records, which
point toward larger and older patterns of environmental change in the Shatt al-

‘Arab estuary. In the same Y3eY report mentioned above, BPC officials admitted

that the silt accumulation at Fao in particular was probably also the effect of “the

* Talib Jasim al-Gharib, al-Sulta w-1-Mujtama ‘ w-1-Ard fi al-Basra Awakhir al- ‘Ahd al- Uthmani
ila Nihayat al-Intidab al-Baritani: Dirasa Tarikhiyya (Basra: University of Basra, Y+ ), 11-1A,

Yvy
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dumping of dredged spoil from the Shatt-al-Arab.”* By “spoil” the report

was referring to the dirt, rocks, and sand that Port of Basra, AIOC, and BPC teams
had removed from the Shatt in the process of dredging the river for their various
projects. In the case of the Fao shipping terminal, BPC had torn up hundreds of
date trees and cleared almost a mile of shoreline along the river to make space for
jetties, storage depots, and oil pipelines. This material had been dumped at the
mouth of the Shatt al-*Arab, and contributed to the blockages near the Fao shipping
terminal (indicated by the area within the yellow circle in Figure Y). This suggests
an important paradox in the relationship between the exporting of oil and
environmental change in the Shatt al-‘Arab region: the same attempts to make
Basra and its oil more accessible to BPC oil tankers plying the waters of the Arab
Gulf—through the construction of a shipping terminal at Fao—were actually
having the opposite downriver at the head of the Gulf. The oil company was
therefore having to circumvent barriers that it itself was erecting.

There were also other practices of land use in the Shatt al-‘Arab estuary that
were contributing to the problem silt accumulation. Some of these were related to
the river development projects mentioned above. The creation of an embankment at

Shu ‘ayba during World War 1, for example, disrupted the flood patterns that had

* British Petroleum Archives File YY£A+ Preliminary Report on Persian Gulf Terminal for Large
Tankers (Y December-December ¥) Y4oY),
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previstly existed in the area. After the creation of the Shu ‘ayba embankment,
floodwaters from the Tigris and the marshlands near Qurna, north of Basra, no
longer dispersed into the date gardens and desert areas west of the Shatt al-‘Arab
—and ultimately into the Khor ‘Abdallah peninsula near Fao.'" Because the
seasonal floods, and the silt they carried, no longer dispersed over a large
geographic area outside the Shatt al-‘Arab estuary, they became concentrated in the
Shatt al-*Arab itself and ultimately into the Rooka Channel.

Land reclamation had also contributed to the growth of dry surface area in
the Shatt al-‘Arab estuary, and hence silt accumulation at the mouth of the Shatt al-
‘Arab. In the Y4Y s and Y4 ¢ .5, increasing numbers of landlords had dammed up
foreshore territory—the land between high and low-water marks—and reclaimed it
for purposes of increasing date cultivation (see Figure ¢ for an illustration of this
process). This practice had allowed them to increase agricultural capacity at a time
of rising prices for date crops and gain new rights of hereditary tenancy on the land
(lazma). However, this practice of land reclamation had the effect of reducing
water provision from tidal irrigation for others in the Shatt al-‘Arab estuary, and in

turn many landowners began to implement mechanized pumps to irrigate these

" Sulayman Faydi, al-Basra al- ‘Uzma (Beirut: Dar al-Fayha’, Y+ 1Y), Y¢¢-) g0,
Yvo
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lands."' These methods of land reclamation and mechanized irrigation likely
intensified processes of salinization and aridification in Basra, as was the case in
the lower Tigris and Euphrates zones.'* As noted above, BPC itself probably
contributed to this process itself by reclaiming land for the construction of the Fao
oil terminal. Similar processes of land reclamation for infrastructural development,
several decades, earlier, had led to similar ecological changes near Zubayr.'” The
increasing aridification of Basra was evident in the dust storms and related medical
problems that surfaced in the city in the same period, as Jaafar al-Mansour has
shown.'* Indeed, the dredging of the Rooka Channel and the removal of the sand
bar at Fao had previously led to an increase in the amounts of saline water from the
Gulf entering the Shatt, thus probably driving more landowners to extract as much
freshwater as possible from the river (including through mechanical pump
irrigation).'* Most importantly in the context of this research, land reclamation to

facilitate commercial agriculture reduced water levels in the Shatt al-"Arab

"' Valentine Dowson, “The Date Cultivation and Date Cultivators of Basrah,” Journal of The
Royal Central Asian Society Y1, no. Y (April Y474)

https;//doi,orq/\ Y AV CTAYYYA L AYY L9 A, Yo,

" See Kamil Mahdi, State and Agriculture in Irag: Modern Development, Stagnation and the
Impact of Oil (Reading, UK: Ithaca Press, Y+ - +), especially Chapter V.
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waterway, thus driving the problem that BPC and the Port of Basra were trying to

address in dredging the Rooka Channel.

Conclusion

Recounting these ecological processes can help us better understand changes in the
different social and economic geographies of which Basra has been an integral part.
It demonstrates how earlier attempts to connect Basra to one set of circuits of
global trade (by reclaiming land in the Shatt al-*Arab estuary for date cultivation)
conflicted with later attempts to connect Basra to another set of circuits of global
trade (by making the Shatt al-*Arab navigable for oil tankers). Successive attempts
to incorporate Basra into new regional and global economic networks paradoxically
created barriers to those same connections. As we have seen, attempts to make the
Shatt al-‘Arab navigable for oil tankers, in conjunction with earlier changes in land
use, sometimes had the opposite effect. Moreover, as agriculture in the Shatt al-
‘Arab estuary became more difficult to the increasing salinization and aridification
of the local climate, increasing numbers of people who have been occupied in
cultivation moved to urban areas like Basra in search of work. Land in Basra was
also becoming generally less profitable for agriculture and more significant for oil

extraction and circulation, as | show in other research | have done for my
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dissertation. This had important social and political effects that cannot be
mentioned here due to restrictions of space. Relatedly, as shipping around the Shatt
al-“Arab became more difficult, BPC became more and more interested in the late
Y4e.+sin moving oil shipping operations to Umm Qasr—a far more remote location
than the various ports located on the Shatt itself. Thus, the incorporation of Basra
into new global economic circuits of the oil economy was uneven: it was the
isolated site of Umm Qasr that eventually became plugged into the circuits of the
global oil trade, not necessarily Basra or Irag as a whole.

As noted above, there is still surprisingly little knowledge in English-
language scholarship bout how oil industries in the Middle East, and the
multinational companies that developed them, affected the localities in which they
emerged. The environmental changes that occurred in the Shatt al-‘Arab region,
their relationship to the exporting of oil, are one example of the local impact of oil
industries. There are many other aspects to be examined, especially in the case of

Basra, before a more complete picture of this historical process becomes available.
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