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Summary

The snakes of Al-Qadissiya Governorate were surveyed monthly during
the period of September 2018 to August 2019 from four stations, namely
Al-Badir(station 1), Ghamas(Station 2), Al-Sania(Station 3) and
Sumar(Station 4), to represent most of the governorate environments. The
samples were collected and noticed using various methods including
hunting, two types of traps,observation, photography and bite recordings
from hospitals.

Specimens collected (177 individuals) included six species of snakes, the

black Whipsnake Dolichophis jugularis, saw-scaled viper Echis
carinatus, the Javelin sand boa Eryx jaculus, the Dice snake Natrix
tessellara, the Glossy-bellied racer Platyceps ventromacularus and the
Royal snake Spalerosophis diadema military snake. The recorded species
are belonging to three families: Colubridae, Viperidae and Boidae.

The morphometric and meristic characteristics of the collected snakes
were measured and compared with Iraqi and international studies. A
morphometric key was prepared to identify the snakes existing in Al-
Qadisiya.

Three species were recorded in Al-Badir belonging to three families. Five
species were recorded in Ghamas belonging to Colubridae, Viperidae and
Boidae. Five species were recorded in Al-Sania belonging to Colubridae
and Boidae. All the six speciesrecorded in this study were recordedin
Sumar belonging to Colubridae,Viperidae and Boidae.

The highest number of individuals (49) were reported from Al-Sania
followed by Ghamas (46), Al-Badir (42) and Sumar (40) individuals.

The three species (E. carinatusE. Jaculus and S. diadema) recorded in El-
Badir disappeared during the period November to January. Their presence

was associated to a range of temperature between 18-42 ° C and a

humidity of 6-39%.



Five species (D. jugularis, E. carinatus, E. jaculus, P.
ventromaculatusand S. diadema)were recorded in Ghamas through the
study period. The presence of snake was associated with a range of air
temperature 20-42 ° C and humidity 7- 37%.

The occurrence of the five species (D. jugularis, E. jaculus, N. tessellate,
P.ventromaculatus, and S. Diadema) recorded in Al-Suniais associated
with an air temperature between 19-45 ° C and a humidity of 8-66%
during the study.

All the six recorded species were recorded in Sumar.. Snake presence was
associated with air temperatures ranged between 21-43 ° C and
humiditybetween 7-39%.

E. carinarus recorded the highest abundancein Al-Badir (47.62%) and
Ghamas (36.95%) while E. jaculus ranked the highest abundance in Al-
Sania(32.65%) and Sumar (30%).

The Shannon Weiner and Simpson guides were used to calculate the
value of diversity (variance). The highest value of the two guides was in
the Sumer Station. The value of the Shannon and Simpson guides was
1.56 and 0.735, respectively, during May.

The highest value of the richness index at Ghamas station reached during

July 2019 and 1in the year during May 2019 it reached 1.789 and 1.864 for

the two guides respectively,



