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Abstract

Background: Chemotherapy is a Treatment that uses drugs to stop the growth of cancer cells, either by
killing the cells or by stopping them from dividing. Chemotherapy may be given by mouth, injection, or
infusion, or on the skin, depending on the type and stage of the cancer being treated. It may be given
alone or with other treatments, such as surgery, radiation therapy, or biologic therapy.

Aim: The study aims to assess nurses‘ knowledge toward chemotherapy use at Kirkuk oncology and
hematology center in Kirkuk city.

Methodology: (descriptive study) was conducted for nursing staff in in oncology and hematology center
the study was carried out from The 20th of October 2020 to the 27th of Jun 2021.

Results: The analysis of the results with regard to demographic characteristics of the whole study sample
, the highest percentage of age groups is between(25-29years) and constituted (29.7%), the results of the
level of education shows that the highest present study were graduate of medical institute (46.9%),And
Chemotherapy training course was Yeas (53.1%). and the General information regarding chemotherapy
for cancer patients the result shows that are only 3 questions answered correctly Item (1,8 and 11) that
mean incorrect answers high than correct. and other questions answered incorrectly, that shows low
knowledge of oncology nurses. And that mean of scores of nursing staff was high knowledge in 1 items,
moderately knowledge in (10)items .

Conclusions: The study shows that the main age group of nurses (25 - 29 years) and according to gender
the highest percent was of males. The study concluded that most of the nurses were graduated from
medical institutes regarding to level of education, As for the Years of work, the majority of the years'
work is 1-4

years. While they had moderately Knowledge regarding nursing care for patient with chemotherapy.
Recommendations : For the education part, the study highlighted the need of oncology nurses for solid
information, and educational programs to successfully develop their practice and behaviors in dealing
with patients during chemotherapy. Special training (practice) sessions should be done and constructed
for nurses who working in oncology and hematology center to build and reinforce the base, and essential
knowledge of chemotherapy use.
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