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Abstract
Background: problem solving skills is considered one of the most important skills that the medical group

students in general and nursing students in specific must have, because it will affect the level of care
provided to the patient, thus it will be reflected on the patient’s health status, so we should evaluate those
skills in order to identify weak points and strength them among nursing students, in cooperating with
Competent authorities.

Aims: The main objective of this study is evaluating the problem-solving skills of senior students in both
private & governmental nursing colleges, and to compare problem solving skills between senior nursing
students of governmental and private colleges. Over 344 students complete google form questionnaire to
determine if there are differences in terms of problem solving skills levels among nursing students, and
between nursing students in both private and governmental nursing colleges.

Methods: A descriptive design study was conducted during December 29, 2020 — May 15th, 2021. A
purposive (non- probability) sample of 344 fourth stage students were recruited from various governmental
and private nursing colleges of Irag, which are: (College of Nursing University of Baghdad, University of
Al-Esraa, University of Al-Bayan, University of Ashur, & University of Al-Hadi). Google form
questionnaire was used to evaluate problem solving skills levels. Data were analyzed through the application
of descriptive statistical approaches by using IBM-Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) version
25.0

Conclusions: The results of our study showed that there is a percentage of the students of the College of
Nursing who lack the skill of solving problems, as the majority of the students of the College of Nursing
were at the intermediate level. This result is not a promising result, as the students of the College of Nursing
should have the highest level of problem-solving skills. Because they deal with people's lives, and any lack
of this ability will affect the survival of people and their lives, so their problem-solving skill must be at the
top.

The results of our study showed that there is no statically significant differences in terms of problem solving
skills levels among these variables (Gender, Are you in the morning or evening study? , Have you ever used
[l ]




[l s

problem-solving skills during your application period in the previous stages inside the hospital? , Are you
studying in a governmental or private college? , Have you ever participated in a training course on
developing problem solving skills?, Are you willing to learn the problem-solving skill?, Age group,
Educational background, How was your grade rating in previous school years?).

However, there is statically significant differences in terms of problem solving skills levels among these
variables (Have you ever heard of problem-Solving skill?, Does your curriculum contain chapter that has
focused on problem solving skills in particular?, Did your teachers apply problem-solving skills during
practical or theoretical training?).

Recommendations: All the involved parties, including but not limited to higher education administrators,
faculty, and students, should be open to investing their efforts to use the results of this study. The above-
mentioned parties should aim to maximize their knowledge and experience to raise the level of students’
problem-solving skill to achieve Optimum performance in dealing with patients’ lives through educating the
importance of problem-solving skill in the career path as well as by supporting the educational curriculum
with lessons and classes that talk about problem-solving skill also by providing opportunities to complete a
Bachelor of Nursing study for employees who have a nursing diploma, which contributes to increasing Their
cognitive and practical achievement in terms of problem-solving skills.
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